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F~0-0-12 Southwest ¥ontana Fighery Study.
Joh T, Inventory of the Waters in the Project Area,
Siream Suwrvey.

The obiectives are to delermnine the physieal; chemical; and biciogleal
characteristics of streams of importance to the recreational fishery of the
project area, OSince wild gamefish provide the bulk of the fishery in omr
streams, emphasis 15 being placed on sampling the fish populations on certain
waters bo determine species composition; sbtanding crops, and nalural repro-
duction, This imformation is gathered by shocking 380-500 feet sections of

which are
streams SREFFGEEH# Dlocked by nets, Five sireams were sampled last year,
four wers in the upper Beaverhead drainage and cone was in the Madison Vallasy
near Ennisz, Fair to excellent wild gawefish populations were found in these
streams., A heavily fishsd sscbion of the siream in the Hadison Vallgy was
found to contain mors catehable sized wild {troubt toward the snd of the
fishing season than before it commenced. DMore sirsams and stream sactions
will be added to the program as time warrenis. OShreams reguiring sgpecial
attention will 2lso e surveysd,

Shoeking is done on larger rivers to determine species composition,
age and growbh, and relative abundance of geme fish populations, Fortions
af the Madison and Bsaverhsad Rivers were sampled last year, Many game fish
were caught indicating 2 good fish population in thess rivers., Atlempls

will be made to sample the Big Hele River this year,



